
Q. Does Assumption parish do individual or group baptisms?​
A. The number of children signing up for any particular date varies throughout the year. 
Sometimes there is one child, sometimes several. We try not to exceed eight families at any 
particular baptism. 
 
Q. Does Assumption parish do private baptisms?​
A. The parish does not do private baptism except in extraordinary circumstances, e.g., sickness 
of the child. All baptisms are celebrated at the parish celebration, which is usually the first or 
third Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. If a family has a personal friend who is validly ordained, 
a separate baptism time can be arranged depending on the parish schedule. 
 
Q. When do baptisms occur?​
A. Baptisms are usually celebrated at 1:00 p.m. on the first and third Sunday of the month. 
 
Q. How many godparents should we have?​
A. The church requires only one godparent, although you may choose two. If you do choose two 
godparents, one must be male and one female. Please make your choice based on their ability 
to help you raise your child in the belief and teachings of the Catholic Church. 
 
Q. Do both godparents have to be Catholic?​
A. To be listed as a godparent the individual must be a fully initiated Catholic, i.e., baptized and 
confirmed, and an active, registered parishioner of a parish. Always keep in mind that the role of 
godparent isn’t an honorary duty on the day of baptism, but a lifetime of shared faith with the 
child. 
 
Q. Can a non-Christian be a godparent?​
A. No. Only a person who is baptized can be a godparent or sponsor. 
 
Q. What is the difference between a godparent and a sponsor?​
A. A godparent is a fully initiated Catholic, i.e., he/she has celebrated baptism, confirmation and 
Eucharist. A sponsor is a baptized Christian from another denomination, e.g., Episcopalian, 
Methodist, Baptist, etc. Please note that a person who was baptized Catholic and is now 
participation in another Christian denomination cannot be chosen as a sponsor or a godparent. 
 
Q. Who can be a godparent/sponsor for Baptism (or Confirmation)?​
A. A person sixteen years or older who has been baptized and confirmed in the Catholic Church 
can be a godparent. If married, the marriage must be recognized by the Catholic Church. 
 
Q. Who can be a Christian witness for Baptism?​
A. A person sixteen years or older who is baptized in a Christian religion can be a Christian 
witness. Their baptism must have followed the following ritual, baptizing the person by pouring 
water or immersing the person “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” A baptized Catholic who is not confirmed or who now participates in another Christian 
denomination cannot be a Christian witness or a godparent. 



 
Q. Do the parents need to be married in the church to have a child baptized?​
A. No. The church does require, however, a reasonable assurance that the parents will bring the 
child up in the faith, which means that the parents are participating members of the Eucharist. If 
a couple is not married in the Church or not married at all, it would be helpful if they meet with 
one of the priests or deacon to discuss their situation. 
 
Q. Can I have two people of the same sex be godparents?​
A. The church requires one godparent. If there are two godparents, one must be a man fully 
initiated into the church and one must be a woman fully initiated into the church. This means 
that they have been baptized and confirmed in the Catholic faith. 
 
Q. Can a Jewish or non-baptized person be a godparent or sponsor?​
A. Only a baptized and confirmed Catholic can be a godparent; only a baptized Christian can be 
a Christian witness. Unbaptized people, regardless of their “Christian” attitudes and exemplary 
life cannot be a godparent or witness since they cannot “sponsor” someone to be a member of a 
group to which they do not belong. 
 
Q. If the person I want to be a sponsor/godparent cannot be present, can I use a proxy?​
A. Yes. The proxy, however, must fulfill the same requirement that a sponsor fulfills, e.g., if the 
proxy is for the godmother, the proxy must be female, baptized and confirmed, and, if married, 
the marriage must be recognized by the Church. If the proxy is for a female Christian witness, 
the person must be female and baptized. 
 
Q. What if my child has been baptized already?​
A. Baptism can happen only once. If a child has been baptized in the hospital, for example, or 
for any other reason (grandma in the kitchen) the parish will provide the entire ceremony and 
blessings without the pouring of water. 
 


